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PAXSON SC H O O L’S SALLY DAER EARNS TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD
MISSOULA—
Dedication to her students, effectiveness in the classroom and a zest for teaching have
earned Missoula’s Sally Daer the Maryfrances Shreeve Award for Teaching Excellence.
Daer, a fourth-grade teacher at Paxson School, was chosen for the award by The
University of Montana School of Education. It will be presented to her at the 13th annual UM
Education Reception Saturday, Feb. 16, on campus.
The $2,000 Shreeve Award was established in 1992 to honor Maryfrances Shreeve, a
master elementary teacher who taught for 37 years in Montana before her death in March
1998. The award recognizes teachers who go the extra mile both inside and outside of the
classroom.
Daer is a master teacher who truly cares about each child in her classroom, said Paxson’s
principal, Joseph M. Stauduhar, in his nomination letter.
“She makes [an] extraordinary connection with students with an ease that seems very
natural,” Stauduhar wrote. “I believe the foundation for her success with students is built on
respect and the belief that what she does in the classroom each and every day will make a
difference in their lives.”
Daer was bom in Pittsburgh, Penn., and moved with her family to Bozeman, where she
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attended kindergarten through grade 12, graduating from Bozeman High School in 1961. She
earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Montana State University in 1965, followed by a
Master of Education degree from UM in 1968. She has continued her education over the years
at both UM and MSU.
A one-room rural school in Bozeman, Anderson School, provided D aer’s first teaching
experience in 1965. She went on to spend 35 years in Missoula County Public Schools,
teaching at Willard, Roosevelt and Paxson elementary schools.
In a letter of recommendation, Missoula businessman and city councilman John Engen
remembered being a fifth-grader in Daer’s class more than 25 years ago.
"She was the first Ms. I’d ever known, and, along with my mother, helped engender in
me a deep respect and appreciation for women," Engen wrote. "She was a role model for both
boys and girls. And she did it all with a fine sense of fun and a contagious laugh. ... Ms. Daer
is one of a handful of teachers who helped shape my life in wonderful ways."
Another former student, Ralph Sample, also has three children who have been taught
by Daer.
"I personally was not a great student and most likely not an easy person to teach,"
Sample wrote. "I did not have a big interest in school. I do remember how she made school
interesting so that you were learning without realizing you were."
Sample’s son Kyle wrote: "I don’t think there were boring days in her class. Well,
maybe there were. The boring days were when we had substitutes."
Daer engages her students by planning fun, interesting projects and bringing her own
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enthusiasm for music and athletics to class. Her students take field trips to Helena, learn about
science through class rabbits, and correspond with students in Marshfield, Mass., through a
pen pal program Daer initiated in 1969 with a fellow teacher.
Several recommendation letters spoke of Daer’s kindness and sensitivity. One colleague
and parent, in particular, wrote of Daer’s response during the Vietnam War, when her
classroom received some of the first Vietnamese children to come to the United States.
"We were not prepared to educate them," wrote Irene Hiller. "Language was a definite
barrier. There were no programs in place to help teachers. Sally faced the challenge full force.
Her first comment was, ‘This is public education, and we will help educate them .’
"She spent many hours developing lesson plans, revising plans that did not work,
making sure that the parents of the children were involved and welcome in the community,"
Hiller continued. "She worked hard to be sure that the children and families had warm
clothing. She helped the children to feel welcome with their classmates. She worked hard to
help the children understand things that others take for granted. She was their friend as well as
their teacher."
Runners-up for the Shreeve Award were Susan Kay Rowe, fourth-grade teacher at
Hellgate Elementary School in Missoula; Anne M. Audet, first-grade teacher at Muldown
Elementary School in Whitefish; and Jean Driggers, first-, second-, fifth- and sixth-grade
teacher at Bissell School in Whitefish.
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